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- multi-platinum record sales as they klcked their

~-Ace Frehley is the man who

'~ gave the original Kiss line-up :
one hugely important attribute -
attitude - and he remains a massive

. favourite with the.,band’s hardcore: .
fans to this day. Dave Reynolds %

| hooks up with the guitaristfora
s w1de ranging interview..,

- DESPITE ADMITTING TO HAVING never taken a gurtar e

lesson and being purely self- taught ‘Paul Daniel ‘Ace’

time as one of the four ‘original members of Kiss.

_The band was formed in 1973 from the ashes of various
New York outfits mcludlng Gene Simmons’ and Paul -

Stanley’s band Wicked Lester. With the help of V|S|onary
manager Bill Aucoin and Casablanca label boss Neil - ;
Bogart, the quartet quickly became oneé of Amerlca S s
greatest concert attractions;in addition to achlevmg

platform-booted way from their mid- to |ate- ’70s j

" heyday.into a more challengmg penod for them in the
early- '80s. #7

- Ace Frehley galned his n|ckname after showmg
an impressive ability to-snare glrlfrlends at school, -

~ Akthough his musical achievements were framed agalnst
" a background of personal excess that involved coplous

amounts of drugs boéze and women (along with the odd

g wrecked Delorean automobile), as he rlghtly ponnts out
he was never fired from Kiss. He enjoyed effectively, two.

stints with the self- styled ‘hottest band-in-the world’, the

first endmg rn late 1982 and the second startlng When the 3

original band reunited in 1996. . i
Born in the Bronx, New York in 1951 Frehley ﬂrst qwtf 2
the band as Kiss were about to make a“return to form’

“comeback after the disaster that was the conceptual

‘(Music From).The Elder’ recording in 1981. Although he
appeared on the cover artwork of Kjss’s ‘Creaturés Of -
The Night’, released in October 1982, and participated . -
in the video for the I Love It Loud’ single, Ace played no
part in the actual recording of the album and officially :
announced his departure after completmg a promotlonal
tour of Europe at the end of that year. e .

HAVING SIGNED a deal W|th Megaforce Records (at the"

 time an Atlant|c Records afﬁhate) the gU|tar|st s first’ -
Frehley became one’of the most influential players of all— %
" Ace chose to launch his.new project as.aband- rather
f'than 3s a pure solo- outlng and had carefully assembled
<= -d collection of talented mu5|c1ans The amUSmeg tltled

post Kiss album ﬁnally emerged in 1987, Ir)terestlngly,

Frehley s Comet included ex- -707. vocallst/guntarlst Tod:

: Howarth (Who'd replaced Ace s orlglnal choice of rlght .
"~ hand man Richie’ Scarlet |n the Ilne—up) former Peter
; _Frampton baSSISt John Regan and Frehleys long=
. “time partner in- crlme drummer Anton Fig {of Splder/
"':,Shanghal/Dawd Letterman fame) After the ‘epony 1
~ debut album’s modest success a year down the lere

‘Second Slghtmg didn’t sell’ as well as eVeryone expe (=

< The problem was that there just weren 't enough Aée
‘Frehleysongs on‘it. Indeed Pock Candy Mag , edltor

- ,Howarol Johnson noted in hls rev;ew .of the alburn in By ol
 Lissiie 190 of Kerrang/ back in June ]988 that Ace “hasn t

- been the egotlstrcal bastard that all great gwtarlsts are...

he hasn’t. taken the music’ by J:he scruff of the neck and

made itall his own.” ;

It was-all change for Frehfey S next solo album aS

Ace. dropped the Frehley’s Comet momker to’ revert to

IS own-name. 1989’s “Trouble Walkln” also found h|m
jreumted with orlgmal Frehleys Comet member RlChle

° Scarlet and veteran producer Edd1e Kramer with whom

‘Ace had recorded not only &s a member of KISS but

alsoon his Iegendary first solo album released in 1978 A 2
pretty solid affau: ‘TroubIeWaIkln” regalned a little of the

: 'ground lost with ‘Second Slghtmg but not enough to
enable him to follow |t up W|th anythlng sturdlef’ 2 ', .

AFTER LOSING the Megaforce deal it wouldn Ebd

.until 2009, some 20 VEETS ,Iater, that the Spaceman’s/
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